State Dept. declassification & release instructiors on file ™

[ U

“Approved For Rel®#ke 2001/08/27 : CIA-RDP66R00633RO™#100150053-9

..;Mti;zzii;gfa

CONFIDENTIAL DDR ¢ /77-62

Z/ ,,_'f";.'.r*"?é “&id

My 7, 19€2

Talkins Papewe

X

USSR Iropogal tc Ban Military Reconnaissancé Setellites

The Problem

Tie Soviets have ssked “he United States to comment upon a
Soviet recornaissance rrizesel durdng th: course of bilateral
consulicailcng in New Tovk on Mey 3 in breparation for the May 28
Ceneva ma2tings of the Legel Surcommittce of the United Nations
Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space.

The Soviets bropose a joint US-USSH Jecleretion banning the

use of satellites for'militery zeconnelszanee purpoces”. The pro-
bosal was first mentioned by Biszcnraver s Dr. Dryden ca Meron 28

in New York gl zubsequently edvenced, ac an official rroposal, by
Timerbeev to Peter Thacher of USUN on 4pzil 26 in New York.

United States Zusitien

The Uniteld Stetes should indicate firmly to the Soviets that
their propezal is unacceptable. <%y may be told that: :

(1) International lew imposes no berriers upon observetion
from outside the territorial limits of States. Such Observation
i3 peaceful in character. Conseguently, the making of observations
of the earth from outer space 13 2~ entirely legltimate activity. It
does not interfere with other activities on earth or iz zpace.

(2) Tre ceaceful character o observations from space 1lg not
altered Ly tuziw velng made by ml ibary perscnael. We consider the

observaticr: made by Major Titov Wiillle cbhcosrd the Vostok II (as indeed

any other observation activities which the USSR may be conducting) as

beaceful, and we consider his mili*ary ptztos 2nd the intent of hig
obgervations to be 1rrelevant.

(3) We believe that a significant contribution may be mede to
the maintenance -f irternational peace and security by sateilite
observation prozcims. These brograms should in the future te sble
te glve States ~szrer idea of terrestrial aectivities and thus
help deter any {gzressive threat or use of force.

(4) e interdependence of the uses to.which photographic date
may be put -- civiliar and military -- make it impossible to dis-
tingulsh tetweer the kind of observation which is universally regarded
as permiscitle and tke kind of observation to which the Soviets zzem
te object. Observotizn of the earth may ve performed by astronacts
&s tourlsts srd sef ~tlsts, by TIRCY satellites Par kumanitarisn
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and development projects, and mapping remote areas. We cernot agree
with the Zoviet suggestion of Ap:il 26 that low resciutlon cemeras
nay be gpproved while Llgh resolution arperatus is T te conderred.
Nor cen #e agree to call Intc guestion certaln chaervation prosvons
as somzioyw molighant in purpese when these are otjectively the seme
as other programs.

(5) The Cormltteze on the Peaceful Uszes of Outer Snoce is not

& dlserzament forum. Zeccuse the United States is deeply commltted
tc the goal cf rezo: o

spece for exclusively pezceful purposes, we
heave proposzed in cf cur Ipril 18 outiine treaty on dlsarmament
that States would agree to eccperate in the peaceful use of outer
space aend not to place in orbit weopons of mass destruction., We
propose alsc thaet prolduction, stockpiling, and testing of Tooster

for suoce vehicles would be subject to agreed limitaticrns. Effective
meesures of verification are proposed for these and other disarmament
measures .
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